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WA NURSING AND MIDWIFERY EXCELLENCE AWARDS 

Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [9.20 am]: The fifteenth WA Nursing and 
Midwifery Excellence Awards were held this year. The event is hosted annually to coincide with the 
International Day of the Midwife on 5 May and International Nurses Day on 12 May. These awards provide the 
wider community with an opportunity to recognise and reward our hardworking nurses and midwives for the 
valuable contributions they make each and every day. Western Australia’s 38 000 nurses and midwives play 
a critical role in the state’s health system and are at the forefront of ensuring compassionate, safe and cost-effective 
care. Overall, the awards recognised 11 category winners, who were chosen from a field of 28 finalists from across 
Western Australia’s public and private health and education sectors. The 2018 Nurse/Midwife of the Year was 
awarded to a specialist palliative care nurse who introduced mobile videoconferencing to enable patients to remain 
at home during the final stages of their care. Brett Hayes, a clinical nurse manager of palliative care in the 
wheatbelt, also took top honour in the Excellence in Rural and Remote Health category. Brett’s commitment to 
providing best-practice palliative care has made him a role model for other nurses and resulted in the development 
of a telepalliative care service, whose clients were four times more likely to fulfil their wish to die at home. 

The 2018 Lifetime Achievement Honour was presented to Professor Phillip Della, Curtin University’s head of the 
School for Nursing, Midwifery and Paramedicine. I congratulate Phillip on his award and thank him for his tireless 
commitment to the development of the nursing profession over many years. This year’s finalists had all levels of 
experience and came from a range of work and practice environments. They were nominated by their colleagues 
and patients as exemplary nurses and midwives who are making a significant difference to their professions, their 
organisations and the health of Western Australians. I congratulate all the winners and finalists and thank them for 
their constant commitment to driving innovation within their professions. 
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